Application No. 10/710,254 Docket No.: 22106-00067-US1 

Amendment dated January 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 29, 2005 

DRAWING AMENDMENTS 

Responsive to the Examiner's objections to FIG. 1, the term "Conventional" has been 
added as required. 

This changed is reflected in the attached Replacement Drawing Sheet. Entry of this 
drawing amendment is respectfully requested. 



Attachment: Replacement Drawing Sheet (1 sheet - FIG. 1) 
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Application No. 1 0/7 1 0,254 

Amendment dated January 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 29, 2005 



Docket No.: 22106-00067-US1 



REMARKS 

Claims 12-22 are now pending in this application. Claims 12, 21, and 22 are independent. 
Claims 1-11 have been canceled and claims 12-22 have been added by this amendment. No new 
matter is involved with any new claim. 

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

Withdrawal of the objection to the IDS under 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3) is requested, 
particularly with respect to DE-850018, DE-1050430, and DE-1 191884. The Examiner objects 
because English-language abstracts were not provided or found by the Examiner for these 
references. 

As stated in the IDS, these references were cited in the prosecution of a related 
application, specifically the parent PCT application. The statement of relevance provided in the 
EDS specifically stated: 

"A concise explanation of relevance of the items listed on form PTO/SB/08 is 
given for only non-English language listed items. The non-English items were 
cited by a foreign patent office during the examination of the parent PCT 
application." 

To the undersigned's knowledge and belief, citation by the International Examiner in the 
PCT application is reason that these references were believed to be relevant, and therefore cited 
in the IDS filed 6/29/2004. After a reasonable search, the undersigned is unaware of any 
English-language abstract for the three references objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicants submit that the IDS was submitted in good faith and in substantial compliance 
with the Patent Rules under 37 C.F.R. As a further aid to the Examiner, a copy of the International 
Search Report (ISR) for the parent PCT application is provided as an attachment to this 
Amendment. 

Consideration of the three objected-to references is respectfully requested. 
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Application No. 10/710,254 

Amendment dated January 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 29, 2005 



Docket No. : 22 1 06-00067-US 1 



Drawing Objection 

Withdrawal of the objection to drawing FIG. 1 is requested. The caption "Conventional" 
has been added to FIG. 1 in the attached Replacement Drawing Sheet as required by the 
Examiner. Entry of the Drawing Amendment is respectfully requested. 

Claim Objections 

Withdrawal of the objection to claims 1 and 4 is requested. These claims have been 
canceled, thus rendering their rejection moot. 

Unpatentability Rejection over Kortschinski et aL in view of Sanford and Puccinelli 

Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 2, 4, 6-8, and 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kortschinski et al. (US 4,710,847) in view of Sanford (US 2,150,249) and 
Puccinelli et al. (US 4,644,438) is requested. 

These claims have been canceled, thus rendering their rejection moot. 

Unpatentability Rejection over Kortschinski et aL in view of Sanford 

Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1, 3, and 5 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kortschinski in view of Sanford is requested. 

These claims have been canceled, thus rendering their rejection moot. 

Unpatentability Rejection over Kortschinski in view of Sanford, Puccinelli and Castonguav 

Withdrawal of the rejection of claims 9 and 10 under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kortschinski et al. in view of Sanford, Puccinelli et al. and Castonguay (US 
4489362) is requested. 

These claims have been canceled, thus rendering their rejection moot. 
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Application No. 10/710,254 

Amendment dated January 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 29, 2005 



Docket No.: 22106-00067-US1 



New Claims 

New claims 12-22 have been drafted to avoid the previous objections and applied art. No 
new matter is involved with any new claim. Consideration and allowance of claims 12-22 are 
requested. 

New independent claims 12 and 21 find support at least in original claims 1 and 11, 
respectively, and in the description at least at paragraphs [0037], [0038], and [0047], as well as in 
FIG. 3. New claim 15 finds support at least at paragraph [0036] and new claim 17 finds support 
at least in original claim 6. Applicants submit that the subject matter of claims 13-14, 16, and 
18-20 find support at least in original claims 2, 3, 5, and 8-10, respectively. 

These claims are submitted as being novel and non-obvious over the art of record. 

For example, the current limiting device of Kortschinski et al does not disclose the 
claimed switching system to replace the blown fuses and a control unit, and which estimate the 
magnitude of the fault and which selectively operates the fast switching means and/or a circuit 
breaker depending on the estimated fault current values. In such a device, only a device for 
sensing and triggering the fast switching means is present (see element 18 in FIG. 1 of 
Kortschinski et al.) 

The device of Sanford does not disclose, at all, the claimed switching means/fast switch, 
control unit, and circuit breaker. 

Puccinelli et al. is silent on any disclosure that the control device provides a forecast 
concerning the final fault current values. In addition, in the device of Puccinelli et al., only 
current measurements are disclosed. Further, Puccinelli et al. is silent on any disclosure that the 
control unit makes a selection of the switching devices to be operated, i.e., the circuit breaker 
and/or the fast switch/switching means depending on the final level of the fault current that is 
estimated by the control unit. 
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Application No. 10/710,254 



Docket No.: 22106-00067-US1 



Amendment dated January 30, 2005 

Reply to Office Action of September 29, 2005 

Thus, Applicants submit that none of the cited documents discloses the full combination 
of features of new independent claims 12, 21, and 22, and that even if various recited elements 
are taught or suggested by the applied art, the requisite motivation to combine the various 
elements is only found in Applicants' disclosure, and not in the applied art. 

Accordingly, consideration and allowance of new claims 12-22 are respectfully 
requested. 



In view of the above amendment and remarks, applicant believes that each of pending 
claims 12-22 in this application is in immediate condition for allowance. An early indication of 
the same would be appreciated. 

In the event the Examiner believes that an interview would be helpful in resolving any 
outstanding issues in this case, the undersigned attorney is available at the telephone number 
indicated below. 

For any fee that is due, including fees for extensions of time, please charge CBLH 
Deposit Account No. 22-0185, under Order No. 22106-00067-US1 from which the undersigned 
is authorized to draw. 



Attachment: Replacement Drawing Sheet (1 sheet - FIG. 1) 

PCT International Search Report (PCT/EP02/14890) (parent application) 



Conclusion 




Larry J. Hume 



Registration No.: 44,163 
CONNOLLY BOVE LODGE & HUTZ LLP 
Correspondence Customer Number: 30678 
Attorney for Applicant 
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